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TO THE 
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EXPLANATION, 


Concerning certaing expedicnts by vvhich the State of England may 
| reape avtable adyantages, 


HuMBLY SHEVVETH 


> H a T the State may get a preſent Stocke of TVYV O 
Z HYNDRED THOVSAND POVNDS, and a 
S&> yearly conſtant revenevyv of THREE HVNDRED 
Z24A>SSS THOVSAND POVNDS, and procure to the people 
LEBRE, , oable advantages and (uerty in Eſtate, Vocation, Trakic 
and Credit; by the (peedy erecting of a PROTOCOLL Office, BEN- 
CHES OF LOANE, BENCHE OF PAYMENT, and public SAILE 
OFFICES, &c, Art the example of others, yyhere they haye beene eres 
Qed vvith generall applauſe. 

Tas firſt, (vvhich is the Protocoll Office) vvas firſt thoughe on inthe 
firſt yeare of the raigne of King Heary the 1 V, of France, ficlt put in 
practiſe in Picardie and Vermandois; vvhere unconſionnable perſons 
had accuſtomed themſelves to conceale Morgages, TranſaRtions, Doua- 
ries,and other Acts; vvhich by all Purchaſſers vvere deceived in their 
Bargaines, many good famillies and peaceable perſons put to great ve- 
xations, long and chargeable proceſſes; vvhich did often prove the un- 
doing ef honourable and honeſt Famillies, V Viddovys and Orphans 
belides other miſchicyous accidents, 

The Generall States of the united Provinces did at that good example 
eſtabliſh the ſaid Office in their Iuridiions, and did ereR the ſame in 
th: molt ſure, regular, compleat method; as the time than did permn 
did fince by the continuance of able States men, reduce the ſame in the 
belt and readieſt forme as could be thought on; and 'o ſure for all rrue 
Pcoprictatics and Purchaſſers, as it proyed an impoſlibility for any = 
CORls 


con(Gonable perſons to ufe any fectat in their Morgages, TranſaRinng; 
Dovaries, Saile or Gifts, as they vvere vvont to do, by concealing (49 
aforeſaid! their deeds, and by peſſing them in ſeycrall places, andby un- 
knovvn perſons; Nor vvas it ſince poflible for parties to be overtaken 
by any error, nor by ſhortneſfe of time, for that the truth of all proprie 
erarics rights and Eſtates in poſſeſſions of Lands and Houſes vyas 
Knoyyvn at an inſtant, vvithour their coſt; yer vvith their conſent, othec= 
vvayes not: for that no perſons are permitted to vievy the Records, but 
vvith a ticker ſubſcribed by the Proprietary, vvhich he gives to the party 
that is minded to purchaſſe (or to put forth his money on a Morgage 
only to vieyy the records, yyhen he is fully agreed'on Condition Ek 
the ſaid party, 

He Purchaſſer (as ſaid) being himſelfe the diſcoverer of the State of 

the caſe, vvith cale and ſafety freeth himſelfe of all diſpetes, qua- 
rels, and proceſſes: V Vhich diſcovery is vvith the leaſt diſcredie pofli- 
ble to proprietaries; vvheh it vvas othervvayes by the recoprs had to 
common Roules; beſides that all Acts yvere but confuledly (as in a Ca- 
hos) put into the ſaid Common Roules, vvhich i to ſerve only as for a 
Journall, 

The Records of this PROTO COEL Office ſyvhich is a particular Re- 
cord) are in number anſvverable to the Pariſhes in the Cirty'and Toyyn 
vyhercin the Office is ereRed, 

THes Records are great Booxs of the largeſt paper, confiſting of 300 
leafes and no more, to |hune confulion ; every leate bearing in theefe 
the name of the Proprietary of Lands and Houſes, in luch order as the 
Houſes ſtand in ihe City or Tovvn, 

T1 s leafe bearing the right yallidity, vyorth of the poceſſion, and atry 
Morgages thereon, Dovvaries,Gifts or any a (never, 

Taz Enroulment is immediatly after the figning and ſealing of deeds; 
and after the entring of ſuch aRts in the Common: Roules, 

[Fr any Propietary, Heire, or Purcchaſſer obmits the enroullements of 
his Succeſſion, Gift, Saile, Tranſport, Morgage (or any other) his cighe 
is voyde, and forfaited to the State. 

Tis poblicke (ecutity is a bate to all Purchaſſers, and to all perſons 
d*Yicous to put forth a ſtock of mony, and to {ecure them agaiaſt all 


frauds and incombrances. 
Tas Records are xept in a ſecure place from fer, and others accidents; 


Tun srr Kerpers are payed by yearly Stipends, proportionnable to 
th. uumb:r of Bouks tn the.u menaging, 
Tzy 


Tar Record Keepers are under the generall Diceory of an eminent 
Olhcer of the State. 
AT the firſt ercRion of the ſaid PROTOCOLL Office, all men *1-vr & 
vvere bound to proceed to the enrovlement of Acs, vviihin the firlt wm _ 
fix vveeksthereot: V.Vhich braught 1n a preſent great Stock of mony, revel 
proceeding from the rights of Enroulments, the Stai 
Tas Keepers of the Records are accountable (of the rights received *”:9'9 
for the Entoulments of As} to their general) DireQor, JiICCs 
Tas (aid rights for all Records of Deeds, Succeflions in Defſendent 
Aſendent or Colaterall Line, Gifts, Saile, Morgage, or any condition 
ſoever are payed by both partics, 
Tas Generall DireRor is accountable tothe State of the rights recei- 
ved for the ſaid caroullements. 
Tas rights are in Holland tyyo and halfe per cent, Riokes 
It is humbly conceived that as the ſaid Office of particullar PR O. areal 
TOCOL orRecord, vvould prove of as great benefit ro the Subjes, mens. 
of the State of England, as it doth to the Subjcas of other States, that _. 
it yyould be of particular uſe to the State for a porportionnable equal- c—_ 
lity in the Aﬀſefſcements of SYBSIDIES and FIFTHIENS, of Subſi 
Taxar the rights of Enroulments (though the State ſhould put them and Fiftl 
but at one per cent payed betyyeen the tyvyo parties) vyould produces Hoyy th 
valte ſtock of money to the Srate, and a perpetual! conſtant reveneyy; reveney 
by reaſon of the often change. of Proprietaries, and enroullements of *h<5rat 
As; at ſeaſt often change of Proprietaries, of Houſes, and the conti- wo_ 
nuall aQts for Morgages. Prot 
V Vhich preſent ſtock and yearly revenevy 8s it vyould accrevv from Office. 
thoſe that are able, ſo vvith the more applavle, that as aforeſaid Pro» Reyene 
prietaries and Purchaſſers are ſecured in their-rights and Purchaſſes; acrevvin 
and are thereby freed of all ſuch coſt and incombrances as they others from rb 
Vyaycs are ſubjeR unto, ; _—_— 
It is likeyvile humbly conceived, that the State can avgment 1hat wt 
ſock and yearely revenevy to a large proportion, by ereRing throughs they re 
out the Kingdome (for the great benefit of the Subjet) BENCHES tehreby 
OF LOANE, PVBLIC SAILE OFFICES, and A BENCH 
OF PAYMENT: VVhich is demonſtrated firſt, by BENCHES 


OF LOANE, as folloyycth, /i% 
B THE 


| 
; 


"WE T Hs ereting of BENCHES OF LOANE, begun ſome tvvo 
Ren. hundred yeares and abovein the Kinglom of Naples,and through» 
zof out all Itally; and at their example yvere eltablithed in other parts of 
_ moſt trafic, to ſerve for relcete of all Negoliants, Trad{men and all 
ay » needy perſons , of vyhat quality and condition focycr; And to free 
dz them(and all yyell gouverned States) of the molt pernicious praQtice of 
cof, Ievvilh Benches of Loane, aftervvards diſguiſed by the name of Lom- 
bards, vvhich pcouved to be as Cancors in any Cowmon-vveal h, for 
that they did extort of the needy (by a redoublement ct Lntereſt upon 
inteceſt) ficlt, three ſcore & above in the hundred, for the bare Loane; 
and over and above intollerable fees, for encoulment, and relealement 
of goods; vyhich in conclulion raiſed to {ucha hight, as that Pcoprie- 
taties did find them(elves at laſt deprived of their maine ſtock: belides 
that for the molt part for vvant of timly releaſſement, they loſt their 
goods on pretence of forfaiture; and ne ſuch thing in praRile (as in the 
BENCHES OF LOANE) to reſtore to the Oyvners of the goods 

any ſurplus made of the goods vyhen (old, 

[T being likevviſe found that thoſe levviſh-Lombards, did export all 
the yycalth they had gotten during the many yeares they had practiſed 
their unconſhonnable and moſt pernicious V (ury, 

It moured good and vviſe Stats-men to forbid the praftiſe of Lome 
bards, and to baniſh the Lombard- keepers for ever : Yet that the pu» 
blick might be ſupplied, they ſettled in their place ſuch BENCHES 
OF LOANE as could (tand vvith Conſcience, and could bee main- 
tained by the undertakers: Allovved them to take the ordinary ule ac- 
cording to Statute, and for ſatisfying the Charges; as for Houſe Rent, 
Store-Roomes, Stipends of Officiers, and all neccflarics belopging to 
the ſaid Benches, 

Bench T 41s Eſtabliſhement being found moſt Tuſt and Fit, vyas recom- 

anc mended to the perpetuall Survey, and ProteRtion, of tyyo eminent per- 

yed by ſons of Church, and State, and hath continued lo ever fince, yvithout 
ewi- any interruption, nor any fau!t found in the Adminiſtration, 

Eq Like Benches of LOAN E have been eſtabliſht throughout all the 

" Land of Liege, and the Ivridiftions of the Prince EleQor of Collen, in 

Lorraine, Brabant, Flandrces, Arthois, Haynault, and throughout all the 

Ivridictions of the generall States of the Vnited Provinces. 

Kixg Henky the 1V of France, and his Son King Lours the XIIT, 

(10 Kemonſtrances of horridde abuſes committed in that King» 

dame by icyviih Brokers aud Lombards) haye often denounced theic 

plealuce 


pleaſure by Proclamatiens for the utter aboliſhing of that pernicious 
practice, and inttead of ic to have BENCHES OF LOANE eclta» 
blithe: Yct could not their Iuſt and Piovs intention caxe effcR, though 
their EdiRs have beene enacted in the Parliament of Paris, and the 
Chamber of EdiQt : (o povverfull the Leagues and Combinations of 
Broakers hath hetherto prouved againſt that courſe; only the eſtabliſk- 
ment ofa BENCH OF LOANE hath overcome in favour of all 
Marchants of VVines, and Fiſh, vvhercby the oyvners receive ready Bench o© 
mony from the ſaid Benches of Loane, and (o are at an inftant diſ- Loane be 
patcht, and provided yvith mony to further their affaires, VVhich $942 2 
hath heen the maine ſcope in all States, by the erefting of BENCHES _—— 
OF LOANE, produciog in all parts the readieſt and the moſt eafieſt 
relecfe to all needy perſons, So the generall ſtrengrning, and increaſe 
of trading, and s maine remeddy to prevent the ſuddaine breaking of The ſud 
many good and honneſt Marchanty ; yyhich hath beene found of for- _— 
ceable experience in the Iuridiction of the generall States of the Vni- gs p 
ted Provinces, vvhere there is not a City nor Tovvne, but is provided yentcd. 
vvitha BENCH OF LOANE; So are all Market-Toyvnes, and Sea 
Ports of trafic, yvbere all Marchants and Trad{men are on a ſuddaine 
releeued vvicth money on all ſuch commodities as they are deſirous to 
have ready money upon, or ſuch commodities as for a time vvill nor 
vvell yeld their price (vvhen by the .nor putting them off they vvould 
remaine unprovided of ſuch monyes as they need to fatisfic Creditors 
and Bils of exchange vvbich are drayven on them, and-yyhich other- 
vvayes yYould conſtraine them to hreaxe, though they have their Store» 
Houſes and Shops vvell ſtored.) The Huſband-man is likevviſe by ,, 
the ſaid Benches enabled to keepe his Plovvgh, and to pay his Lands Fra. 
Lord, yyhen othervvayes for vvant of ſaile of a fall quantity of his mea. 
graines (on fit and ordinaty mar ker dayes) he is often conſtreined to 
{ell his Cattell, and to let the ployving and mannuring of his Land 
ceale; vvhich to prevent as vvell as othcr inconveniencies incident to 
the inhabitants of great Cities, Tovyns, and Sea-Ports , the Magiſtrats 
have been ſo carefull off, as that they have taken to their particuilar Magiftra 
taske, the Adminiſtration of divers of the aid Benches; as at Amſter. —_ 
dam, Rotterdam, M:di{c|bourgh, Flithing, and at other Sea-Ports;and eel 
put the Benches of the other Tovynes, and Market-Tovvns , to men Benches « 
confided by the State, to vvhich the ſaid men are accountable, for they Loanc. 
take all ſuch Bench.s in facme, 

And as the State cannot be defrauded of its rights (the Adminiſtra- 


: tion of the (aid Benches being [as ſaid) put in the hands of honeſt able 
[ke _ men {o the State puts to profit in thoſe BENCHES OF LOANE 
rot a (kept by the Magiltrat) all ſach Stocx of money, as the State thinxes 
t of Ht to employ, 
ROcy, And thus, as the State of England can (on the true experience of 
k the genera!l good vvhich the ſaid eſtabliſhment of BENCHES O F 
acrall LOANE doth produce in other parts) procure to the SubjcRs lixe 
aotages adyantages, and enable themths more to contribute to the public oc« 
1 Beach cations of the State,) ſtrenckten trading in all parts of the Realme, and 
992** invite all Forrainers to cometo the Sea-Ports vvith theic Matchandiſe 
(ſince by the ready ceurſe otaBENCHE OF LOANE, the ſaid 
| Forrainers may be (oone diſpatch,and ſpeedily provide themſelves vvith 
ſuch commodities as the Port and Counttey doth afford) lo the ſaid 
State (being diſpoſed to put s Stock to the ereQing, eſtabliſhing, and 
adminiſtring of BENCHES OFLOANE in the mayne 
Citics, and Ports of the Kingdome,) vvill maxe an incredible great 
gaine, and in a moſt Iuſt and Laudable' courſe. 


And it is thus underſtood, that the State vvill raife 
(vvichout any preſure, of the Subje&) to a great and 
ample proportion that Stock, vyhich vvill accrevy 
from the rights of a PRoTocoLL Orrice, vyhich is 


the firſt expediert belore mentionned. 

Aw Þ if the State ſhould thincke fit to employ to the Keeping of 
BENCHES OF LOAN E part of the Stocx, vvhich vyill acc:evv 
froma BENCHE OF PAYMENT, and likvvife of that of the 
rights of PVBLICK SAILLE OFFICES: The State vvilt 
find (as it is humbly conceived) great facility therein , and that the 

ſ maxing uſe of a Stock , vyhich the BENCHE OF PA YMENT 
| yvill produce is grounded on Equity ; and vvithour any pre- 


ſarc art all ro the Subject, V Vhich is demonſtrated, firſt con- 
cerning a BENCHE OF PAYMENT, 3s tolloyveth, Viz, 


ncerning BENCHPE OF PAYMENT is Kept by the Magiſtrats 
zach of of Tovvns (as fo it is requiſite for the publics ſecurity) at the ex- 


cut. ample of the BENCHES OF PAYMENT 1a lilly and in 


| the 


the Nederland Provinces under the Stats generall; It's the public Cafli 
of all Negotiants, vvho' (to free themſelves-of the continusll receite, 
and payment of monyes , vyrhich taxes ſ6 much of their time as proe 
ves too prejudiciall in their affaires) Keepe in Banco (as they call it) 
a conſtant ſtocr, vvithout any charge or coſt to them, thereon to maxe 
their Afſignations , and to raiſe their Credit by a public fame, of the 
conſiderable ſtocx by them Kepr therein, 

Experience manifeſts, that in the ſaid Bench ( vvhich is the recep- 
tacle of a great Treſor,) remaines continually a vaſte uflefle ſtock of 
monny; of yrhich the Amiaiſtcators of the Bench do (vvithout any dif- 
ficulry) put to gaine a great part, and that they can do it vvithout dif- 
ficuley, expericace hath manifeſted the ſame divers times, that though 
they put forth great part of that Stock vvhich layeth uſleſſe in the Cath» 
yet doth the ſaid Caſh remaine ſo vvell provided, 2s that the Negoti- 
ants are readdily ſerved, yyhen they call for their monny : | This hath 
often been made apparent, yvrhen Negotiants had been miſ-informed 
by ill grounded brutes { raiſed by malicious and ignorant perſons} 
concerning the point of Truſt, in the Adminiſtrators of the Bench, 
thar they reſolved to put it to a Triall, by dravving at one time nmay |» 
thouſands of ponns out of the Bench, 

For inſtance that in Tully 1645, Negotiants did dravy in one day out 
of the Bench of Amſterdam, foure handred thouland poand ſterliogh, 
and that they yvere immediatly after as prompt to redoubletheir ſtock 
in the ſaid Bench, being confirmed that they might repoſe on its infa- 
libility; of vyhich they had no more cauſe to doubt than on the bit 
day of its ereion , yyhich yyas at the example of other like Benches, 
yyho never failled. 

And ſo it is certain that a great gaine is made by putting as faid to 
profitable uſe , part of that great ſtock vyhich lyeth uſtefſe therein : 
wyhich vvill (as is hombly conceived) prouve fo vvith a BENCHE 
OF PAYMENT tn London, in cafe the preſent time prouves net 
abſolutly contrary to its ereion; vvhich muſt have its fondation en 
a generall diſpoſition in all Negotiants toa vigourous Trading, andtg 
embrace all vyhat may be adyantagions unto them, 

V Vhich confideration (though in leaſon) could not oblige the Pro- 
ponant to paſſe in filence the uſe vyhich the State may make by the ere- 
Ringofa BENCHE OF PAYMENT, fince ir is likvviſe fit to 
be annext to the aforeſaid eſtabliſhment, tending to the maine relecfe 
and advantage of the SubjeR, and vyherein the intereſt of the State is 

| : likeyvila 
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Nlikevviſe concerned, as it is humbly conceived to bee intereſſed in the 
ereRting ofa PVBLICK SAILLE OFFICE, on the grounds 
and Mcthode folloyviog, 4 


"OM | jw great abuſes vyhich have been in public out-cryes and ſaile of 
vile © & goods; in divers places ( {old by Officers in Combination vvith 
ice, Brokers) vvho devide the profits of goods (old at under rattes, yvvhen 
diſtrefſe conitrained the Proprietaries to part from them at luch price 
as thoſe Officers and Brokers yyould put on the faid goods, provved 
ſuch an intollerable grievance tothe need, (vvhen theic goods (o ſould, 
the monny made thereof, the charge deduRed , did but ſerye to ſatisfie 
theic Creditors in part, and the Sergeants, vrhen not a bed left to the 
poore diſtreſſed to lay on.) That it mouved good States men to thinke 
on a courſe to free the needy from the ſaid grievance, and to remouve 
from the Pariſh corncrs the pittyfull and lamentable ſpeRacle of goods 
ſould by diſtceſſe, The courle they chouſe vvas as folloyving, /izs 


T Hey made choile of truſty able men, to maxe Maſters of publics 
outcry Offices, in every City and Tovvn, and appointed fit Houſes, to 
ſerve for the publick ſaile of mouvables: did order that the ſaid Ma« 
ſters of ſaile Office thould afford ro all buyars 7 months-rime for the 
payment of ſuch ſommes of monny for the mouvables baught at the 
ſaid out-cry; that the boyar might prouve a more liberall Chapman; 
and that conſequently the goods might bee (ould at the beſt race, to 
the benefit of the Ovvner. Ordered the (aid Maſter to advance to the 
patty, vrhole goods vyere (ould, all ſuch ſommes as they had yeelded in 
their (aid f{aile; and that h: ſhould maxe it bis vvork (for a let confide- 
ration; to get his rembourſſement, vehich hath proved a great adyan- 
rage and rcleefe to all needy perſons, and furtherance for the cleering 
and ſettling the Eſtates of all Mortuary houſes, Heyres , and Execu- 
tors, 

The States Generall of the Nederland Provinces have on the ſaid (aile 
Othce the tvventicth penny, and do alleyv to the Maſter of the Office. 
the like proportion , for vvhich the needy are releeved, and become 
gainers, fince othervvays their goods vvould be fold for halfe their val- 
love; by reaſon of the combination of Brokers, and that except theterme 
of 3 months be alloned to the buyats of goods they are not mouved 


to offer freely for them. 
Our 


Out of this ſaid Office the State ( as aforeſaid ) 
vvill increaſe its revenevv , and by imploying like- 
vviſe part of vvhat it may render to the Stock for 
the BENCHES OF LOANE; Ir vvill augmeat 


its revenevy to the proportion as aforcſaid. 
Conſidered firſt , vvhat the PROTOCOLL Office vvill reader 
throughout the vvhole Kingdome, both in ready monny and yearely 
revenevy, though the State ſhould direR but one per cent, to be recei- 
ved for the rights of enaroulements, vyhich (ſhould be but the halfe of 
the rights taken by the Generall States of the Vnited Provinces. 
Secondly, vvhat the uſe of monny put iato the BENCHES OF 
LOAN E throughout the vvhole Kingdome yyould come unto, the 
ule being no more than according unto Statute, as before ſaid, 
Thirdly, vvhat the evyenticth penny of all PVBLICK SALLLE OF- 
FICES throughovt the Kingdome. vvould yeld, | 
Fourthtly, vv»hat the Stock, vvhich ſhould bee put to profit of that 
yvhich vvill lay uſlsfle ia a BENCHE OF PAYMENT yvill 
produce, 


VVhich (as it is humbly conceived ) vvill not be 
ſaid of the nature of Taxations, lcflc to prove pref- 
ſures to the Subject, fince (as before ſaid) they pro- 


duce notable advantages, as firſt, Viz, 


Tus PROTOCOLL Office ſecures all Proprieraries, freeth them of -, ,_ 
charges, of Proceſſes, Diſputes, Quarrels, and Incombrances. of the Pr 

The BENCH OF LOANE; relcefes all needy perſons (vvhereof the poficior 
moſt pooreſt are to a certaine ſome to be afliſted Gratis) ſtrencktneth 
and increafeth Trade, and extripated all intollerable Vlury. 

The BENCHE OF PAYMENT accommodates all negotiants, 

The PVBLIC SAILE Office relcefes and fits all needy perſons that 
are conſtrained to ſell theic goods, 


Oa all vvhich the State vvill receive (vvhen plea- 
ſed to command) all ſuch further ſatisfaction as may 
be requiſite, beſides the ſervice, dutifull attendance 
an application of thoſe that arc verſt in the ſaid Ex- 
pedicnts, | 


RC —CCY 


